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00:10 

I So how did life change on the island and on the base after the attacks? 

JC It changed quite dramatically because we got to go ashore a heck of a lot 
less than we did before. And it was very, very short time ashore cause we 
were always on the go. We didn't stay in the harbor that much, we just 
came in to get fuel and ammunition and get back out there again. We 
didn't get to see too much of Honolulu after that. Very little. 


00:51 

I Now, when you came back in after you went out that day on the 7", were 
you topside when you came back into port? 

JC No, no. I was still in the fire room. No, I spent all 3 days down in that fire 
room. 


01:06 

I When you finally did come up and got to see the harbor and what 
happened, could you describe to us what it looked like and what you saw? 

JC Well, when we came in we didn't go by Battleship Row, we came around 
the other side of Ford Island and tied up to the buoy out there behind Ford 
Island, where we usually tied up at, so we didn't see too much of that, but 
when we did go back to, I guess we escorted the Yorktown I think it was, 
escorted her back to San Diego after a couple weeks or a week after - 


Pause for sound 


01:58 

JC We escorted her back to San Diego, and she picked up a bunch of P40's for 
the Army, and we escorted her back in. Well, when we were in San Diego, I 
got a chance to call my sister and tell her I was alright and everything, and 
on the way back in we picked up some new recruits for aboard ship, and 
that's when we went bye Battleship Row. 


Pause for sound 


03:34 

JC So when we did come back into the harbor, we kind of watched the 
expression on these new people aboard ship, watched to see what they 
would say, you know, their expressions and everything. We went by the, I 
guess they just about had all the fires out on most of the battleships and 
stuff and everything, but we got to see first hand what was there, and then 


we were in the harbor not too long, maybe a half a day or so, and then we 
went out on a task force. We went with the Saratoga to plane guard her, 
and we headed toward Wake Island, and we were gonna evacuate the 
Marines on Wake Island. I guess we got 4 or 500 miles from there when 
they told us to abort and head back to Pearl, so that's what happened 
there. That was a couple weeks after Pearl Harbor. So, we didn't evacuate 
em, we came back in. And then we formed another task force with the 
Enterprise, I'm sorry, the Lexington. We plane guarded her. We went with 
the task force down to South Pacific. We were gonna shell some kind of a 
bridge or something on Robul, and I guess this happened on February, 
February 20", and this is when they sent out a bunch of these betty 
bombers and started bombing us out there. That's when O'Hara shot down 
those five planes. So, as a matter of fact, we lit off those boilers so fast on 
the 7" of December there that it kind of damaged our #2 boiler a little bit. 
Well, the tubes in - 


Pause for sound 


06:00 


JC 


So, while the air raid was going on and we were firing our guns and 
everything, we had the header on the superheater of the #2 boiler opened 
up and we were in there, matter of fact, I was up in there, in the header, 
and we were rolling the ends of the tubes to seal em again. But it didn't do 
too much good, so we had to secure that boiler up good. It was down 
anyway, but we still had #1 and #3 and 4 boilers to work on, so we could 
still get flank speed. So, after we got done with Robul down there, we 
came back in, they sent us back to Mirror Island, and they re-tubed that 
boiler for us. But then we went back out again on raids, and we were in 
Coral Sea, we were with the Lexington there, plane guarding her again, till 
she got sunk. And if you've ever seen a bunch of sailors cry, that was it. 
But, after Coral Sea, we did some patrolling down around the South Pacific 
and came back...as a matter of fact, we were in Tonga and we got the 
message to head back to Pearl so fast and we did, flank speed back to 
Pearl. We got back in, they loaded us up with ammunition and fuel, and we 
went with the Enterprise and we headed for Midway. So, we were in the 
Battle of Midway with her. And you know, we didn't fire a shot. But we 
saw from the horizon, we could see the anti-aircraft fire from the Yorktown. 
But we were getting all the information from the pilots on our planes up 
there, we were getting all of that through the intercom aboard ship, 
listening to it all. But we saw that action, but we never fired a shot. 


I 


JC 


You have quite the storied career, that's for sure. You've seen a lot. What 
do you think...when you think back on Pearl Harbor 

Pardon? 

When you think back on Pearl Harbor, December 7, what's the one thing 
about that day that stands out in your mind the most? 


09:36 

I When you got up on deck, when you were up on deck and saw the Raleigh 
get hit, did you see anything that happened to the Utah as well? 

JC No, no we did not, no. 

I What do you think the lesson of Pearl Harbor is for us today? 

JC Well, I just feel that people don't get overconfident and think that we're so 
superior to everybody and that it can't happen. As a matter of fact, in, I 
guess around March or April, I gave a talk to a 5" grade class in Canyon 
country there, at a school, and I explained to them about the Japanese in 
1931 how they started expanding and everything like that, and how we 
underestimated them and everything, and I told the class, I said, ‘don't 
underestimate anybody else.' And I said, 'for one thing, don't think that the 
next time we get hit, it's gonna be on some island someplace, it's gonna be 
right here.' And that September is when they hit the Trade Towers. So, 
you know, you try to impress upon these kids about that. As a matter of 
fact, about 3 months ago, I gave a talk to a 6" grade class in Newhall about 
that, so you go around, talk to these kids in schools, you know, and you try 
to impress upon them about just don't get overconfident about everything, 
and don't believe everything you hear. But that's the only thing that you 
can do, because experiencing what we experienced, you just don't take 
anything for granted. 


I Have you been back to Pearl Harbor, to the Arizona Memorial? 

JC Yes. We were there for the 65" reunion, well the survivors whatever they 
call it, thing. I think I was there twice before for their reunion, once in '71 
and I think once in '81, but then it's only 3 times I've been back since the 
War. 

I When you go out to the memorial, and you're standing on that structure 
over the battleship, what are in your thoughts. 

JC 


and took us about 2 hours to get em up the line. So about 12 o'clock we 
went to flank speed, and we headed out south of there, and the rumor got 
around, well the condition baker you had 2 guns fully manned with live 
ammunition, #2 gun and #4 gun, and the rumor got around that there 
were Strange ships in the area of Hawaii. Now this was on Wednesday 
night, and all that night we did flank speed. And the next morning we met 
up with the rest of the fleet that was out there somewhere, I don't know 
where, but anyway, all we did was all day Thursday, is screen dem, back 
and forth, we went just back and forth along the outskirts of the rest of the 
fleet looking for submarines and whatever else, and we still had the guns 
manned, and then Friday morning we finally got into Pearl. All we did all 
day that day was screen dem ships back in, the battleship, cruisers, some 
of the heavier destroyers. (15:00) But uh, we got back into the harbor and 
uh they made us secure everything up on Friday afternoon, we got in about 
4 o'clock that afternoon, Friday, they made us secure all the guns, lock the 
ammunition up, and everything, secure the borders and get back to 
auxiliary watch and that's, that was on the third, fourth, fifth (15:27 
stopped for plane) 


15:54 
CD: So you were back in port after the 3"? 


15:58 

JC: Yeah, we uh, we locked up, there was no liberty, it was about 4 o'clock in 
the afternoon they didn't load anybody off the ship that day and the next 
day I don't think they had any liberty either. But uh, yes I did, on Saturday 
night they uh, they says that the only ones that could go ashore were 
married men that had families out there or if you were a first class petty 
officer or above that could go ashore. The rest of us couldn't go ashore, if 
you were anything under a first class petty officer. So, that was the story 
about that, that was on Saturday but then Sunday morning is when all hell 
broke loose. 


16:52 
CD: You had talked about coming back into Pearl with new recruits a couple 
days later after the fires were put out. 


17:00 

JC: Well when we came back in that Friday night that was it, we secured the 
guns, and uh, secured the big boilers and we went back to the regular 
routine watches, you know. 


17:10 
CD: But after the 7“ you were coming back in to port and you were topside 
with new recruits who were, who saw... 


17:20 
JC: Oh yes, we saw the damage and the still, still burning ships, they were still, 


the battle ships were still burning. Yeah. 


17:27 
CD: Could you describe the reaction of everybody when they saw that? 


18:47 

CD: Joe, is there anything that I haven't asked you about the attacks on Pearl 
Harbor that you think is important for people to know about as they try to 
learn about this history and connect with this history. 


19:00 

JC: Oh, I don't know, I guess just like I said before, you don't take anything for 
granted and you don't believe everything you hear so...it's what you know 
and what you see. And uh, you can't listen to a bunch of these politicians, 
believe me, cause I think half of them are a bunch of big liars. So...and I 
had, uh I had experience with our Congressmen up there a couple years 
back I uh, I was a football game where my grandson was playing and then 
uh, he came around shaking hands and talking. I questioned him, I says uh, 
‘I understand you're voting in favor of this (20:00) uh, North American 
Deal where they're gonna have free trade’ and I told him 'no, I'm against it, 
I want you to vote against it,' I says, 'because it's gonna hurt our people 
here, its gonna hurt our country’. And he thought it was the greatest thing 
in the world and I told him ‘no, I don't think so, I think you ought to vote 
against it', he turned around and walked away. So this is just the attitude I 
got with these congressmen and these uh, politicians, they don't want to 
listen to you. 

20:00 

CD: (Laughs) I wish I could disagree with you sometimes. (Laughter) 


END OF INTERVIEW 


